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Just barely after noon (Pacific time), the Google Chrome Web Store has launched! There are quite a few apps available, both free and paid, ready for you to install in your Chrome browser. The slick New York Times app that Google demoed earlier today is now available, as well as many other popular apps. In addition to apps, the web store features
Chrome extensions and themes. Go check it out now!Chrome Web Store Google’s Chrome Web Store goes live today with more than 500 apps at launch. The Chrome Web Store is a big part of Google’s future plans for Web browsers and its own operating system, Chrome OS. At a launch event today, the company showed off several Web apps from
major partners such as Electronic Arts and Amazon. Some of these apps look quite different than standard Web sites. NPR’s app, for instance, closely resembles the organization’s app for iPad, with audio playlists and multiple scrolling panes for each news category. The New York Times’ app lets you customize how articles appear on the page and flip
through pages of text instead of scrolling. Click to ZoomGoogle’s also hoping that the Chrome Web Store will provide a payment platform for premium apps through Google Checkout. For instance, the game Dreams 2 is priced at $1.99, and “installs” in seconds. Free trials will be allowed for paid apps, unlike the Mac App Store. Of course, all
purchases and app installations are tied to Google accounts, and sync across all computers. Offline support will also be a big part of the Chrome Web App Store. Many Web apps can be used without an Internet connection, and will sync to the cloud once the user goes online. One point of concern: Electronic Arts announced during the event that one
of its casual games, Poppit, will be embedded with future versions of the Chrome browser. It’s a nice gesture, but loading the browser with bloatware could be a slippery slope for Google. The Chrome Web Store will technically work with any browser on Windows, Mac, Linux and Chrome OS. The only points of integration with Chrome itself is the
installation process, which sends apps to the browser’s home page, and syncing across computers. To check out the app store when it goes live, head here. Try to install an extension from outside the Chrome Web Store and Chrome will tell you that extensions “can only be added from the Chrome Web Store.” However, this message is incorrect - you
can still install extensions from elsewhere. This restriction is in place to prevent malicious websites from installing bad extensions, apps, and user scripts. You should only install extensions from legitimate websites you trust - the LastPass website, for example. Manually Installing an Extension To install an extension manually, click the wrench menu,
point to Tools, and select Extensions to open the Extensions page. If you're seeing the message, Chrome has already downloaded the extension, app, or user script to your computer. You’ll find it in Chrome’s default download folder. Extensions and apps have the .crx file extension, while user scripts have the .user.js file extension. If it didn’t download
to your computer, right-click the extension installation link on the page and use the Save As option to save it to your computer. Drag and drop the CRX (or user.js) file onto the Extensions page to install it. You’ll be prompted to confirm installation of the extension, just as if you had installed it from the Chrome Web Store. Always Allow Extensions
From Outside the Chrome Web Store If you frequently install extensions from outside the Web Store, you can allow extension installation from any website by adding a command-line flag. To add a command-line option, you’ll have to edit the Chrome shortcut’s properties. To access these on Windows 7, assuming you launch Chrome from your taskbar,
right-click the Chrome icon on your taskbar, right-click Google Chrome in the menu that appears, and select Properties. If you launch Chrome from your Start menu or your desktop, right-click the shortcut on your Start menu or desktop instead. Select the Shortcut tab and add the following text to the end of the Target box: -enable-easy-off-store-
extension-install After changing this setting, close all Chrome windows and launch Chrome from the shortcut you modified. You may want to wait a few moments after closing all Chrome windows to ensure Chrome is no longer running in the background Try to install an extension from a web page and you’ll see a familiar installation prompt - click
Continue to the install the extension. Changing Chrome Policies Chrome includes policy settings designed for system administrators. If you use Chrome in your business and want to allow extension installation from a specific website or two, you can modify Chrome’s policies. This setting is changed in the registry on Windows, and in Chrome’s
preferences files on Mac and Linux. For example, on Windows, you could add the following registry entry to allow extension installation from lastpass.com: Software\Policies\Google\Chrome\ExtensionInstallSources\1 = “ ” For more information about this Chrome policy setting and other Chrome policy settings, consult the Policy List page on the
Chromium Project’s website. Chrome Web Store - now with localised UK content Google's Rahul Roy-Chowdhury has told TechRadar that he does not believe Windows 8's app store will be competition for the Chrome Web Store.Roy-Chowdhury, speaking to TechRadar at the launch of local Chrome Web Stores for the UK and 23 other countries, had
seen the integrated store within Windows 8, but was not worrying unduly."I've seen what's available but I don't see it as a rival or something to compare [the Chrome Web Store] with," he said.Another channel"With the Chrome Web Store we are not trying to be exclusive, but with apps like the BBC Good Food offering we're just keen for people to
discover it," added Roy-Chowdhury"The web store is just one distribution channel that people can access and the goal is not to lock things down to one distribution channel."Another thing that is designed to be simplified but not locked down in Chrome's Web Store is the payment system.Roy-Chowdhury insists that making using Google Checkout
simpler within the store is not designed to lock devs into that particular payment mechanism, but merely to give them an elegant solution."The way I see the payment issue is that we want to make it easy for users with Google Checkout," he added. "But we are adding that as a benefit and not a requirement."Developers can use their own payment
system or an integrated checkout system and we would like people to choose which provides the better experience." Google Play Store (Image credit: Android Central) Google seems to want to move away from Android app formatted as APKs in the Play Store.It's now started mandating that new apps entering the store from August should use its new
AAB format.The move is likely to harm third-party app stores as Google remains the only store that uses the AAB format.Google this week announced that it would be mandating the adoption of the Android App Bundle (AAB) over Android Packages (APKs) for new apps submitted from August 2021. The company had previously introduced the Android
App Bundle as a new way of formatting apps for publication to the Play Store in 2018. It had seen adoption from developers as high-profile as Netflix and Adobe.Android App Bundles offered benefits for users in the form of smaller downloads. To put it simply, an APK install would have to be compatible with all supported device configurations and
languages, while an AAB-packaged app would download only what was needed for your device and language combination. For developers, Google pitches them as more efficient and resulting in fewer uninstalls from users. They are also more secure via Google's Play App Signing, preventing apps from being compromised.While developers had the
option to choose between APKs and AABs in the past, new apps submitted to the Play Store won't have that option anymore. Existing apps are exempt, though the use of the word "currently" means that Google is likely to change this requirement in the future.As always, the issue for developers is that if they want to target the Amazon App Store for
Fire tablets and Windows 11 PCs, Huawei's AppGallery for HarmonyOS, and the Google Play Store, they'll have to have completely separate code bases for each platform, and only Google's benefits from these changes. Developers already face hurdles because each app store has its own set of common APIs, and this may cause even more friction that
may discourage some from supporting third-party app stores. If you've ever tried to download an app for sideloading on your Android phone, then you know how confusing it can be. Often there are several versions of the same app designed for various device specs—so how do you know which one is the right one? Understanding the Different File
Versions If you're reading this, there’s a good chance you’re trying to download an app from APK Mirror, which is a legitimate hosting site for APKs that are available for free in the Play Store. This is an excellent option if the app you want is geo-restricted, not available for your device, or has an update that hasn’t yet made it to your account. Though
you may also need this information when downloading things from XDA Developers or other sources. RELATED: How to Sideload Apps on Android If that’s where you find yourself, then trying to figure out the proper download for your phone can be a hassle. You won’t have to worry about this if the app you’re looking at only has one version, but some
of apps have multiple versions available—for example, YouTube has 40 different variants. This is when you’ll need to know what version is best for your phone. Generally, the details are broken down into three primary categories: Architecture: This is referring to the type of processor in your phone. Usually, the options will be arm, arm64, x86, and
x86_64. ARM and x86 are for 32-bit processors, while arm64 and x86 64 are for 64-bit processors. We’ll explain in more detail below. Android Version: This is the version of the Android OS your device is running. Screen DPI: DPI stands for “Dots Per Inch”—basically this is the pixel density of your phone’s screen. For example, a six-inch full HD
screen (1920x1080) has a DPI of ~367. Bump that resolution up to 2880x1440, and the DPI raises to ~537. Technically, the correct terminology when referring to pixel density should be PPI, or Pixels Per Inch. But since APK Mirror (and others) refers to this as DPI, we’ll stick with the relative terminology. ARM vs. x86 While Android version and DPI
are pretty straightforward, processor architecture is another story altogether. I'll do my best to break it down as simply as possible here. ARM: This is a mobile processor architecture first and foremost, and what the majority of phones run now. Qualcomm’s Snapdragon, Samsung’s Exynos, and MediaTek’s mobile chips are all examples of ARM
processors. Most modern chips are 64-bit, or ARM64. x86: This is the architecture specification for Intel chips. As dominant as Intel is in the computer market, these chips are far less common in Android handsets. x86 64 refers to 64-bit Intel chips. This information is especially important because x86 and ARM files are not cross compatible—you must
use the version designed for your phone’s specific architecture. Similarly, if your phone is running a 32-bit processor, the 64-bit APK won’t work. 64-bit processors, however, are backwards compatible, so the 32-bit APK will work fine on a 64-bit processor. How to Find Your Device’s Correct Information I know, I know, it’s confusing. The good news is
that there’s an easy way to find out all of your device’s information with an app called Droid Hardware Info. This is a free app in the Play Store, and will tell you essentially everything you need to know about your phone. Go ahead and give it and install and fire it up. We’ll show you where to find exactly what you’re looking for. The first tab you're
going to want to look at is the “Device” tab, which is what the app opens on by default. There are two key pieces of info here: DPI and Android OS version. To find the DPI, look at the Software Density entry under the Display section. For the Android version, look at the OS version under the Device section. This explicitly displays the version number.
For architecture info, slide over to the System tab and check out the CPU Architecture and Instruction Sets entries under the Processor tab. This one isn’t quite as striaghtforward as the others since it doesn’t explicitly say “arm64” or similar, so you’ll have to read between the lines a bit. First off, if you see “64” in the architecture name, you can
pretty much guarantee it’s a 64-bit device. Easy enough. To figure out if it’s ARM or x86, you’ll look at the Instruction Set section—again, you're just looking for the basic info here, like the letters “arm.” On my Pixel 2 XL (the above screenshots), for example, it’s pretty clear that it’s an ARM64 device. The Nexus 5, however, isn’t quite as clear—we
can see that it’'s ARM, but it doesn’t explicitly show it as a 32-bit processor. In this case, we can safely assume it’s a 32-bit chip because it doesn’t specify the 64-bit architecture. Choosing Which File to Download With that in mind, let’s go back to our YouTube example above. We’re going to look at the many versions of YouTube on APK Mirror and
find exactly which download applies to my Pixel 2 XL. With the device info in hand, we know it’s running a 64-bit ARM processor, has a DPI of 560, and is running Android 8.1. It’s easy to match the processor type and Android version—arm64 and Android 5.0+. But there’s no specific option for 560dpi. So, we have two main options to choose from: the
highest available DPI—in this case, 480, or “nodpi.” In this case, I recommend going with the “nodpi” variant, because it contains all the resources available to cover the gamut of DPIs out there. So why not choose this one regardless? Because of the file size—since it contains resources to work on essentially any DPI, it’s a much larger file. If you can
find the one that matches your device’s DPI perfectly, always go with that. Otherwise, you can also choose one that’s slightly higher and be OK. In our test case, however, I'm not convinced that the 480 DPI version will look as good as the nodpi download since the phone is 560 DPI. In that case, the larger file size is worth the tradeoff. Learning your
device’s ins and outs is pretty simple. And fortunately once you figure this info out once you shouldn’t have to worry about it again until you get a new phone.
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